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The unfolding truth 
John 16.12-15  
This reading is part of a longer passage where Jesus explains 
the work of the Holy Spirit to his disciples.  There is much for 
the disciples to understand, but Jesus reassures his friends that 
they know enough for now, and the Holy Spirit will come to 
guide them into a greater understanding in the future.  

This week we explore the importance of ‘now’ in our 
relationship with God. 

Prepare your children’s session
Read Bible notes on .

Spend a few moments reflecting on your relationship with 
Jesus in the here and now. How easy do you find it to stay in 
the present? How much do you worry about the future and/or 
about what you don’t yet know or understand?

Children may have difficulty with concepts such as ‘now’, 
‘past’ and ‘future’. They are just beginning to understand 
the passage of time, but their focus is on ‘now’. This may be 
helpful during this session as we focus on their relationship 
with Jesus now.

Provide the following play materials for very young children  
throughout the session: jigsaw puzzles.

Go to rootsontheweb.com for all links, templates and images.  
Extra ideas can be found on p.32.

12-18 June 2022 • Trinity Sunday

Children’s session 

Gather
Use the song, prayer and activity to gather the group and introduce 
the theme. (5 mins)

  Sing to the tune: The Bare Necessities  

Let’s sing of God the Father now 
and Jesus Christ his only Son, 
who aid you in your worries and your strife (A-men!) 
and here’s the Holy Spirit, that force that helps you rest and pray, 
in all the bare necessities of life.

Response line: We are sorry, Lord.

For the times in our past when we haven’t looked to you:  
We are sorry, Lord. 
For the times when we are distracted from today… 
When we worry about tomorrow, instead of trusting in you… 
Amen.

When is it?    W E S

You will need: three labels with arrows ‘past’, ‘now’, ‘future’.  

• Line up the labels from past, to now, to future and ask the 
children to stand by the ‘now’ label. Next, ask them to decide 
when they were born and stand by that label. 

• Continue by asking the children to move to the label for other 
events, e.g. Roman times, turning 21, being at church/group, 
flights to Mars. Discuss how some things happened in the past, 
some are happening now and some will happen in the future.  

Jesus was speaking to his disciples before he had to 

leave them.  He said, ‘I’ve still got so many things 

to say to you, but it would be too much for you to hear 

them all right now.’

Jesus continued, ‘When the Spirit of truth comes, he 

will guide you to the truth.  He will do this not just 

by speaking, but he will listen and tell you what he has 

heard, especially about the future.

‘The Spirit will bring glory to me by passing on my 

message to you,’ Jesus said to his friends. 

‘I share everything with the Father,’ he said, ‘and the 

Spirit will share everything of mine with you.’          

                 John 16.12-15

 See Share the Word.


