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Spiritual styles (as defined by David Csinos) key: Word, Emotion, Symbol, Action.  

Find out more  in Worship and learning support.
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 See Share the Word.

Outrageous love 
Luke 15.1-3,11b-32 

Jesus tells the religious leaders a parable about a father and his 
two sons, to demonstrate how God welcomes back those who 
have wandered far from him. An errant son comes to his senses 
and returns home. The son who has remained at home struggles 
with the welcome his brother receives. Their loving father goes 
out to meet each of them halfway, inviting them both to enjoy all 
that he has given them.

This week we explore two ways of being lost,  
one way to be found.

Prepare your children’s session
Read Bible notes on .

This parable is one of the best-known stories from the Bible and 
yet the power of the forgiveness and grace shown by the father 
to his sons can still surprise us. Which son in the story do you most 
relate to; the younger or the older? Why is that? 

When sharing this story with the children, it is important 
to remember that they will come from a range of family 
backgrounds. Some will find the father figure easy to relate to, 
others might need help to connect to the father in the story 
through other figures of love and support in their lives. 

Provide the following play materials for very young children 
throughout the session: dolls and accessories.

Mothering Sunday resources, see .

Go to rootsontheweb.com for all links, templates and images.  
Extra ideas can be found on p.20.

The Pharisees and scribes were grumbling about Jesus.  

They didn’t like the way he welcomed sinners and ate 

with them.  So Jesus told them this story:

‘A man had two sons. The younger son said, “Father,  

I want my share of the property right now.” So the father 

divided the property up. Before long the younger son took 

his share, packed his bags and left for a faraway country. 

He had a great time spending his money until it was all 

gone. Then a famine hit the land. Nothing grew and there 

was no food. Poor and hungry, the young man took a job 

feeding pigs in a field. He was so hungry, he could have 

eaten the pigs’ food! But no one gave him anything.

‘As he sat there, he realised, “My father’s workers have 

enough food to eat. Here I am dying of hunger. I must go 

home. I will tell my father that I have done wrong before 

him and before God. I will say that I am not good enough 

to be called his son any more. He should just treat me like 

one of his workers.”

‘So the young man set off home. But while he was still a 

long way off, his father saw him, ran to him and hugged 

him. The son told his father everything he had planned to say, but his father shouted to the servants, “Bring out the best robes, put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Kill the fatted calf and we shall celebrate!”  And the party began.
‘Now the elder son was working in the field and heard music and dancing. “What is happening?” he asked one of the workers. He replied, “Your brother has come home and your father is holding a party.” The elder brother was very angry. His father came to speak to him, but the son shouted, “I have worked hard! I have never disobeyed you. You never threw a party for me. He comes back, he’s wasted all your money, and you kill the fatted calf for him!” His father answered, “My son, you are always with me, everything I have is yours. But we are celebrating because  I thought your brother was dead, and he’s alive. He was lost but now he’s found!”'                 

        Luke 15.1-3,11b-32

Children’s session 

Gather
Use the song, prayer and activity to gather the group and introduce 
the theme. (5 mins)

  Sing to the tune: London’s burning

Brother Jesus, in the desert, 
being tempted, he resisted!  
What can we do? 
Talk to Jesus when we’re tempted.

Loving God, 
sometimes we are lost and sad. 
As we come to worship today 
help us to find you. 
Amen.

Where am I? W E S

You will need: pens and paper.

• Come up with a list of places where it is easy to get lost. Ask 
the children if they have ever been lost. How did that feel? 
How did they feel after they had been found?

• Invite the children to draw a map of the place where you 
meet, and mark the location with a symbol, so the children 
can easily be found.

This week's Bible illustration is available to download from the ,  
go to This week's images on the Week by week page.


